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doctrine that this earth was flat, they looked with abhorrence
upon all who maintained that it was a sphere, and when
Galileo was imprisoned by the Pope and Cardinals for
maintaining that it moved in an orbit, the common people
felt that this early martyr to science was properly punished."

A study of Chaney's articles reveals a clear, forceful, and
pleasing literary style, an authentic erudition, courage to
speak his mind, a sympathy for the mass of humanity, and a
desire to teach them to better themselves. His point of
view is modern and progressive; in his article on crimin-
ology he writes that the certainty rather than the severity
of the punishment is what deters criminals, and in another
article proposes that the Philomatheans organise a Brother-
hood and Sisterhood of men, women, and children to hold
weekly meetings in which the adults will write and discuss
theses, and the children will practise music, composition,
and criticism so that they may continue to improve the race
until in a few generations vice and crime will almost
entirely disappear.

At many points the writing, the attack, the attitudes, the
enthusiasms, the very turning of a phrase is so similar to the
writings of Jack London that the reader rubs his eyes in
amazement.

Flora was not only an astrologer, but an ardent spiritual-
ist as well. She held seances in which the public was invited
to communicate with the dead, to send messages to former
loved ones, and because of the vantage point of the dead,
to receive advice from them on how to conduct their busi-
nesses and love affairs, how to settle quarrels and control
their husbands or wives. Spiritualism was very much in
vogue in the 1870*8; dozens of stances were being conducted
all over San Francisco, and the believers went so far as to
consult the spirits for approval before they would engage
a housekeeper.

Flora and Chaney spent a number of happy months
together in San Francisco, Flora keeping house, giving
piano lessons, conducting seances, lecturing on spiritualism,
and taking tickets at the door of the sawdust-floored tent